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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-6, and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nakano (U.S. 5,499,840). 

Nakano discloses an air-bag arrangement in a motor vehicle having at 
least a first and second vehicle seats (20A, 20B) positioned adjacent one another to 
provide side-impact protection for the occupant of one of the seats, the air-bag 
arrangement comprising two air-bag units (40a, 40b) provided for at least one of the 
seats; a first air-bag unit containing an air-bag (40b) to be deployed to occupy a space 
on an inboard side of the seat and a second air-bag unit (40a) containing an air-bag to 
be deployed to occupy a space on an outboard side of the seat, a sensor (51 a, 51 b) 
and control arrangement (see column 4, first paragraph) to sense a side impact of the 
vehicle and to determine which side of the vehicle has been impacted, and to generate 
actuation signals capable of actuating only the first or second air-bag unit closest to the 
point of impact; wherein the sensor (51a, 51b) and control arrangement is configured to 
generate actuation signals capable of actuating only the one of the first or second air- 
bag unit associated with the first and the second seats closest to the point of impact, 
wherein both first and second air-bag units is mounted in the backrest (21) of the seat 
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(20a, 20b), wherein the inboard side of the seat is associated with a 
support element (23b), the support element being configured to extend inboard of the 
inflated inboard air-bag so as to provide lateral support to at least part of the inflated 
air-bag, wherein the support element (23b) is mounted to the same seat as the inboard 
air-bag that it supports; wherein said support element (23b) is moveable upon actuation 
of the air-bag on the inboard side of the seat, from an initial position to an operative 
position, the airbag being configured to extend to an operative position, the support 
element (23b) being configured to extend inboard of the inflated airbag when in the 
operative position; wherein, the support element (23b) is resiliently deformable and 
configured, when in said operative position, to yield under a force exerted thereon by 
the weight of the occupant of the seat in an impact, thereby absorbing energy; wherein 
said support element (23b) is configured to move from said initial position to said 
operative position in a generally forward direction relative to said the back-rest. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakano in 
view of Hosoda et al (U.S. 6,1 23,357). 
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Nakano discloses every element of the invention as discussed above except that 
at least one seat of the first or second seats is provided with a sensor to sense the 
presence of an occupant in the seat, the sensor enabling actuation of the at least one of 
the first or second air-bag units associated with that seat in response to the actuation 
signal from the sensor and control unit. 

Hosoda et al teaches the seat (13) is provided with a sensor (18) to sense the 
presence of an occupant in the seat, the sensor enabling actuation of the at least one of 
the first or second air-bag units associated with that seat in response to the actuation 
signal from the sensor and control unit. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to modify the protection system of Nakano by using the teaching of 
Hosoda et al in order to ensure proper performance of the airbag for protecting 
occupant. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakano in 
view of United Kingdom Patent Application (GB-2309440). 

Nakano discloses every element of the invention as discussed above except that 
wherein at least one of the first or the second air-bag units is mounted in an adjacent 
pillar of the motor vehicle. 

GB-2309440 teaches the invention, wherein at least one of the first or the second 
air-bag units is mounted in an adjacent pillar of the motor vehicle (see figure 2). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to modify the protection system of Nakano by using the teaching of 
GB-2309440 in order to protect occupant. 

6. Claim 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakano in view of Townsend (U.S. 5, 531 ,470). 

Nakano discloses every element of the invention as discussed above except that 
wherein at least one of the first or second seats is provided with a three-point safety- 
belt; wherein the belt is provided with a pretensioner. 

Townsend teaches the invention, wherein at least one of the first or second seats 
is provided with a three-point safety-belt (32); wherein the belt is provided with a 
pretensioner (28). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to modify the protection system of Nakano by using the teaching of 
Townsend in order to protect occupant. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TOAN C. TO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6677. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Q. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-6952. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Toan C To/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3616 
January 31, 2009 



